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Roman Medical Instruments by Mickayla Hite and Kendall Westmor 
Scalpels/ Cauteries 
Salpels came in different sizes and were double 
edged, unlike modern single edged, and came 
in a variety of sizes (Dedo). Scalpels could also 
be heated and used as cauteries. Cauteries 
themselves could serve as a “’counter-irritant’, 
as a haemostatic, as a bloodless knife, as a 
means of destroying tumours, etc.” (University 
of Virginia) 
Probes 
Probes could be used 
in a surgical setting
to point at the body
or access smaller
areas like the eyes or
ears, while in a
pharmaceutical
setting could be used 
to mix and apply
medicines (University
of Virginia)
Forceps 
Forceps were used to clamp, crush to
prevent hemorrhage, grab or extract
smaller things like we would today with
tweezers, extract teeth, remove stones
from the bladder (University of Virginia,
Lahanas). 
Bleeding Cups 
Bleeding cups could be used either
wet or dry, and would be heated up
and placed on the skin, which would 
create a vacuum seal and could
draw blood or pus and was believed
to restore the body’s humours 
(Lahanas). There were both small
and large cups depending on the
size of the affected area (Sterling). 
Gynecological Instruments 
Tools like the speculum were used to treat
vaginal or uterine ailments or simply perform
exams (Lahanas, University of Virginia). They are
an artifact that are less likely to have survived
due to recycling of the bronze that made them
(University of Virginia). 
Materials 
Most surgical instruments were made of
bronze, copper, or copper alloys (Lahanas).
According to the University of Virginia,
Iron was rarely used as it was considered a
religious taboo, likely due to its
magnetism, which was seen as witchcraft.
Things like blades and needles were
usually made of steel or bronze, and
sometimes with a handle Many physicians
carried their tools in a wooden box
(Sterling).
All images are from University of Virginia (2007) 
